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SUB J : ARCHBISHOP GONZI TO RETIRE 

1 . DURING MY FAREWELL CALL THIS MORNING ON SIR MICHAEL 
GONZI, THE CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF MALTA (AND AT 92 DEAF 
AS A POST AND THE OLDEST SERVING BISHOP IN THE CHURCH), 

HE CONFIRMED THAT HE HAS FINALLY ASKED THE VATICAN 
"TO BE RELIEVED" OF HIS DUTIES. HIS HOPE, HOWEVER, IS 

TO "RETAIN" THE TITLE OF ARCHBISHOP OF MALTA AND TO 
CONTINUE TO RESIDE IN AN APARTMENT IN THE ARCHBISHOP'S 
PALACE HERE - WHILE PROVIDING ADVICE AND COUNSEL TO THE 
"TITULAR BISHOP" NAMED TO HANDLE THE DAY-TO-DAY AFFAIRS 
OF THE CHURCH. 

2. COMMENT: THE ARCHBISHOP'S PLAN TO HANG ON -HOWEVER 
TENUOUSLY- WILL NOT BE WELCOMED AND APPEARS IMPROBABLE 
OF SUCCESS. INDEED, ATTORNEY GENERAL MIZZI HAS TOLD 

ME FLATLY THAT GONZI IS STEPPING DOWN THIS MONTH-- 
WITHOUT QUALIFICATION— AND THAT A "BATTLE ROYAL" IS 
UNDERWAY FOR THE SUCCESSION. ONE LIKELY CANDIDATE IS 
THE PRESENT AUXILIARY BISHOP TO THE ARCHBISHOP, 

MONSIGNOR JOSEPH MERCIECA. SMITH 
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